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Dimension 
Dimension 
Definition 

Sub-Dimension 
Sub-Dimension 

Definition 

Institutional 
Commitment  
 

The degree to which the student is 
satisfied with their selection of the 
institution they attend and is committed 
to earning a degree from that 
institution. 

Re-enrollment Student’s intention to re-enroll at the institution 

Right institutional choice Student’s confidence in having selected the right 
institution 

Drop-out intervention Student’s thoughts about continuing or stopping at 
the institution 

    

Career and 
Degree 
Commitment 

The value the student attaches to 
earning a college degree. 

Career Commitment Student’s value to develop a successful 
professional career 

Degree Determination Student’s intention to finish their degree 

Degree Likelihood Estimated likelihood that a degree will be 
achieved 

Personal Degree 
Commitment  

Student’s self-appraised commitment to earn the 
degree 

    

Social 
Integration 

The sense of being part of the campus 
community, which is respectful and 
inclusive. 

Sense of Belonging Student’s sense of belonging and being cared for 
by faculty, staff and high-level administrators. 

Shared Values Student’s sense of shared values. 

Perceived Similarity Student’s sense of similarity to others in the 
institutional environment. 

Respectful/Inclusive 
Environment 

Satisfaction with living environment, how the 
institution deals with special needs and whether 
disrespect is experienced. 

    

Academic 
Integration 

The perception of how well the 
student’s academic goals are 
advanced by the institutions curriculum 
and quality of instruction.   

Classroom Discussion Classroom discussion 

Instructional Quality Quality of instruction to student 

Connected Learning Contributions of the content of classes to 
students’ professional goal attainment  

Intellectual Growth Feelings of intellectual growth 

Experiential learning Hands on academic activities, such as 
internships, field trips, and other immersion 
activities 

    

Social 
Support 
Services 

The perception of how well the 
student’s out-of-the-classroom needs 
are met by the institution’s social 
support agencies.  

Institutional Regulatory 
Transparency 

Student’s rating of the quality of communication 
about degree requirements, rules and regulations, 
fairness and institutional decision-making. 

Degree Social Network 
Support  

Student’s interpersonal network affirming 
decisions to pursue a degree, encouragement 
from friends, family, and parents. 

Degree Social Network 
Evaluation 

Student’s belief that family members expect 
degree attainment, caring of faculty.  

Academic advising Student’s satisfaction with out-of-classroom 
academic advising services, such has hard 
sciences and English tutoring 

Non-academic advising Student’s satisfaction with the non-academic 
advising services, such as counseling 

    

Adjustment/ 
Wellbeing 

The sense of physical and 
psychological health and the preferred 
stress coping mechanisms.  

Physical wellbeing Support of the student’s physical health. 

Psychological wellbeing Activities targeting the student’s coping strategies 
and mental health.  

    

Academic 
Orientation 

The orientation and like for learning, 
and the confidence in doing well in 
school. 

Structure Dependence Student’s discipline and organization of all 
academic activities, learning of time management 
skills and strategies, procrastination coping 
strategies, academic goal setting, note taking, 
study strategies, leadership capacity as it pertains 
to knowledge and skills 

Creative Expression Student’s like and motivation for learning (versus 
apathy), knowledge acquisition, understanding the 
content of courses, reading for pleasure. 

    

Financial 
Situation 

The financial sufficiency to meet 
school-related and non-school related 
needs.  

Funding Sources Network of sources to fund and financed 
educational needs 

Financial Stress Financial stress affiliated with decision-making to 
make ends meet. 

Student Employment Employment offered to students to help them 
afford living and college costs 
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